
June 4, 2020 - Special Update 

The 2019-2020 school year is complete; today is the last day of school.  It has been a most unusual 
year.  Our governor’s press conference on Thursday, March 12 provided information on the pandemic 
and implemented an executive order that closed schools across the state.  What began as a 
temporary measure, lasted through the end of our school year.  To be sure, this pandemic has been a 
serious matter with serious consequence.  The shutdown of the schools, really the entire community, 
and staying at home has been challenging on many levels. As parents, we had to instantly reshape 
our lives and help our children reshape their lives as well.  School events affect a big portion of a 
family's schedule.  With so many cancellations and postponements caused by the COVID crisis, we 
(kids and adults) experienced much disappointment.  But, we endured.   Through all of this, we can 
see the passion, energy and resilience of people, of our community.  With the recent lifting/easing of 
restrictions we see and hear a fresh and welcomed energy return to our community.  There is 
a hopeful outlook on the future.   On behalf of the entire Hillsdale Community Schools District, I want 
to thank our families for doing an amazing job during this most difficult time.  Our teachers, support 
staff, coaches and administrators are so planning great things for next year.          

Hillsdale Community Schools has a school calendar and a plan to reopen our schools for the 2020-21 
year.  This plan includes having students come to school for academic classes, extra-curricular clubs 
and sports programs.  In the event of future executive orders or other mandatory closures, the District 
is also developing contingency plans that provide levels of flexibility and support.   These supports 
include a fully accessible online curriculum. The online curriculum is not another round of “take home 
packets” or practice work.  It is being designed to provide a full online schedule with instruction, 
assignments and assessments all completed online.   Having said that, we realize it may be 
necessary for some kids or some families should there be illness in their families and extended 
absences from school.   

Report Cards: Report cards will be sent out in the mail to all students on June 11.   Please be sure to 
communicate with your child’s teacher regarding the grading options for the fourth marking period.  A 
student may either take the grade earned or select the Credit/No Credit option.  The student’s grade 
will be the default option entered into the grade book and may be changed by completing a request to 
select the Credit/No Credit option. 

Horizon Graduation Ceremony: The Horizon High School Commencement Ceremony for the Class 
of 2020 is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23 @ 7 PM at the Baumgarten Football Stadium.  Of three 
alternative options provided, a majority of the senior class selected this as their preference.   It must 
be conducted outside, utilize social distancing protocols and have a total participation of 100 or fewer 
people.   With a small graduating class, this will be possible to do for the Horizon High School.  The 
event will also be recorded and made available through a link on the District’s website and Facebook. 

HHS Graduation Ceremony: The HHS Commencement Ceremony for the Class of 2020 is 
scheduled for Saturday August 1 @ 7 PM at the Baumgarten Football Stadium.  Of three alternative 
options provided, a majority of the senior class selected this as their preferred option.  The students 
and their families showed a commitment to have an in-person ceremony and waiting until later in the 
summer provides a better opportunity for that experience.  While this is unusual, we can look forward 
to this celebration event.    

HHS and Horizon Graduates: If a graduate needs his/her diploma certificate prior their ceremony, 
please contact the HHS office to make arrangements for pick up.  If a graduate needs a high school 
transcript, that can be done online at www.hillsdaleschools.org.  The link is labeled “Order Your 
Transcript”  and it is located on the Guidance Department page for the high school.    

http://www.hillsdaleschools.org/


Take Out Meals Program: The last day of the take out meals program is Friday, June 5th.  On that 
day, children will be served meals for one full week.  There is no meal service plan planned during the 
time of summer vacation.   

School Offices: The secretaries and principals are working in the school offices each day through 
June 12.  There are modified office hours at each location.  If a parent is in need of information or 
assistance, you may call the office directly at each/any school.  If you have a matter to address in 
person, please call the office to make a pre-arranged appointment.   

Summer School: Summer school programming will be provided for students on a case-by-case 
basis.  Participation in summer school begins with a teacher recommendation.  Parents and school 
staff members review the recommendation together and when appropriate, the student joins that 
discussion.    

Summer Sports Practices: Like most other things in this era of COVID pandemic, permissions and 
guidelines for school sports programs are evolving.  K-12 schools in Michigan may begin outside 
activities on school property only after they complete their academic year.   

Students enrolled in HHS for the 2020-21 school year are welcomed and encouraged to participate in 
the Summer Conditioning Program.  This includes incoming freshmen. (Those who just finished 8th 
grade.)  The conditioning sessions will begin on Monday, June 15.  Students may attend either the 
8:00 AM session or the 5:00 PM session.  Each session is about an hour long, depending on the 
student’s pace of participation.  All events will be conducted outside.    

Social distancing protocols must be implemented and health screening protocols are also required 
before a student may join/participate in each session.  This includes having a temperature 
check.  The District has provided coaches with touchless thermometers and record logs in order to 
conduct and keep track of these health screenings.  It will be important for parents to ensure their 
children are healthy and pass the screening protocol before you leave the school campus.  The HHS 
Athletic Department has developed procedures and protocols for participation as well as other things 
like water bottles, towels, etc...That information will be available on the Athletics Page and the COVID 
updates link, both on the District’s website at www.hillsdaleschools.org. 

At this time and until further notice by the Governor’s Office, gyms, weight rooms, multi-purpose 
rooms and locker rooms must remain closed.  Michigan schools are only allowed to conduct activities 
with group sizes of 100 people or less and only outside.  Social distancing protocols must be 
implemented during all events.     

2020-2021 School Calendar: The school calendar for next year is posted 
at www.hillsdaleschools.org and can be printed from that site.  A copy of the calendar will be included 
for current students along with their report card. Below are a few important dates: 

 School Open Houses Events - August 17 (Monday) 

 First Day of School - August 19 (Wednesday) 

 Christmas Vacation - December 21-January 1  

 Spring Break - April 2 - April 9 

 Last Day of School - June 3 (Make up days may be added as needed.) 

End of Update, Superintendent Shawn Vondra 
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