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year to visit her family, but doesn’t 
take a plane; she drives 8 hours and 
hopes the traffi  c isn’t too heavy. She 
visits her family in New York nearly 
every year around Christmas time, so 
Katy is used to the traffi  c and long car 
ride. 
Whether you are staying home or 
traveling across the country this win-
ter break, be sure to make the most of 
all your time off . This year Hillsdale 
High School chose to hold exams the 
week before winter break rather than 
when the students come back after it. 
This will most certainly prove to in-
crease exam scores while the material 
is still fresh in the students’ minds. Al-
though exam week may be stressful, 
at least you have your nice two week 

vacation to look forward to! Happy 
Holidays Hillsdale High!

C O L L A G E 
CONCERT- WHO WILL 
HAVE THE SPOTLIGHT?
By Amber Smith ‘18
Christmas collage concerts are a great 
way for schools and communities to 
get into the Christmas spirit. Hillsdale 
High School will be putting on a per-
formance for everyone to enjoy on the 
20th of December. The collage concert 
will consist of multiple band, orchestra 
and chorale performances. 
Amber Butters ‘19, Nathaniel Miller 
’21 , and Katie Dietz ‘18 will all pres-
ent a solo performance for all to see. 
Amber Butters and Nathaniel Miller 
will have a chorale performance and 
Katie Dietz ‘18 will be performing by 
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ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS...
By Shaelyn Bautista ‘18
The holidays are quickly approaching so it’s time to start thinking about what you 
want for Christmas. This year during black Friday some of the most purchased 
items were Apple Air Pods, Sony Playstation VR, and Nintendo Switch. If you’re 
looking for gift ideas you could look online. I always look on pinterest to fi nd 
creative gift baskets to give to my family and friends. 
I asked students around the school what they’re asking for, for Christmas. Terron 
Grant wants money for Christmas so he can pick out a new pair of shoes. Sopho-
more Ethan York is asking for an Apple Watch. MaCayla Bisher wants a new 
laptop for her college class next semester. Junior Ryan Wood is hoping for some 
new clothes and video games to be under his tree Christmas morning.
As you can see there are a variety of things that people want for Christmas. Popular 
items that people are asking for are new electronics and new clothes. Electronics and 
clothing styles are always changing and everybody wants to stay updated on the newest 
and latest trends. Remember that the holiday season isn’t all about presents, it’s about 
giving and being around the people that you love. Have a happy and safe holidays!

CHRISTMAS VACATION DESTINATIONS
By Emma Hammel ‘18
Winter break! The best time of all for most students. Winter vacation means visit-
ing family, getting a break from school, and enjoying the holidays. There seems to 
be about a half and half split between people that travel during winter break, and 
those who just stay home for the two weeks. Traveling during winter break can be 
stressful, depending on your destination. I interviewed Katy Kempa, who plans to 
leave Hillsdale this year.
Katy plans to go to New York for the winter holiday. Traveling to New York can 
be a little tedious, especially when this is the highest travel time of the year. USA 
Today ranked Christmas time as the 3rd busiest days of travel due to everyone try-
ing to be with their family for the holiday. Katy Kempa travels to New York every 

Hillsdale High School
30 S. Norwood Avenue

Hillsdale, MI 49242
517-439-4320

http://www.hillsdaleschools.org



Hillsdale High School Newspaper  December 15, 2017             Volume 6, Issue 4 Page 2
herself for the band.  The concert choir 
will be performing beautiful acapellas 
as well. One of the solo performances 
will be performed by the orchestras 
Kayleah Anderson ‘18. Interview with 
Kayleah Anderson ‘18:
Q: Do you get nervous before perform-
ing?
A: Oh yeah, defi nitely, every time.
Q: What will you be performing? 
A: The Ludlows by James Horner
Q: How long do you practice for on av-
erage daily?
A: About 1 hour and a half to 2 hours.
Q: How long have you played the vio-
lin for?
A: I’ve played for 7 years. 

BREAK PEER 
PRESSURE
By Terrontino Grant
Have you heard of peer pressure? If 
you have not, it is a very real thing 
that takes teenagers and ever younger 
kids down the wrong path. If you ask 
me, peer pressure is a lack of respect. 
Your friend who you’re close to, who 
knows you don’t like to party or want 
to, makes you feel like you have to do 
this to be cool or to fi t in and be the best 
guy/girl ever. If it’s not in your best in-
terest don’t do it. 
People can have their lives ruined by 
someone just making them feel guilty 
for not doing it. You have so much po-
tential, that you know you have then 
don’t stoop down to their level and just 
keep doing what you do best whatever 
that thing may be. Do not disappoint 
your parents or your peers, your coach-
es or grandparents just because some-
one doesn’t accept your views. 
If you don’t play sports and you have 
all this time on your hands to party and 
have people infl uence you, build hob-
bies for yourself. My advice? Try not to 
be friends with people who might slow 
you down or don’t allow you to reach 
your full potential by getting you to de-
stroy your body. Also, get in sports, es-
pecially in high school, let the coaches 
touch your heart and guide you in the 
right direction, because all it takes is 
one time, one time and it can be all 

swept away from you. 

SENIORS FEELING THE COLLEGE HEAT
By Katy Kempa ‘18
The pressure is on for the seniors around this time of year. The one question 
they’ve heard all their lives, where are you going to college, is now at the decision 
point. The seniors have had a few months to go on college visits, apply to col-
leges, apply for FAFSA, and start on scholarships. October was college applica-
tion month, which this year’s seniors all participated in. On average, the number 
of colleges a senior applies to is about 4-8.
I interviewed Emma Hammel on her college rush. I asked, “What is your top 
choice school and why?” She responded, “Michigan Tech because it has a lot 
of hands- on learning.” I then asked, 
“Does the distance away from your 
home aff ect your decision on a college 
to attend?” She said, “My top college 
is nine hours north, so I’m on the fence 
about whether the education is worth 
the distance.”
The seniors are now in the stage of re-
ceiving letters from colleges they ap-
plied to, determining if they were ac-
cepted or denied. For some seniors they 
have been accepted to their top choice 
school already and are looking ahead to 
the scholarships available. The scholar-
ships are typically essays about how the 
student has grown as a person revolving around that specifi c topic. Most students 
will not know whether they have won the scholarship until late May to early June. 
We wish all the seniors good luck on the rest of their college decision making. 

LEARNING CAN BE FUN!
By Hanna Korn ‘18
Chip Patterson is a science teacher at Hillsdale High School. He teaches Botany, 
Zoology, Science & Engineering, and AP Environmental Science. His teaching 
method involves experiments, lab, and many diff erent projects. Chip’s favorite 
thing about teaching is getting the kids involved in the lesson and have them get 
excited about learning about the environment. His favorite project to teach is in  
Botany and Zoology. The students collect water samples from Hornet Creek and 
observe the samples under diff erent levels of magnifi cation through the micro-
scopes. He loves fi nding and observing all the diff erent kinds of aquatic vertebra. 
It’s fascinating to see all the life that is in a few drops of water.
Chip uses experiments and labs while teaching because real life application helps 
reinforce the learning process. Hands on interaction sparks the interest in learning 
and gets the students more involved. His passion for teaching is fueled by seeing 
young people pursue science, getting involved, and helping make the environment 
a better place for plants, animals, and people. Chip works in the workshop with 
the Science & Engineering class building bridges, boats, airplanes, and  many 
other projects. He makes the class fun by having competitions with the fi nished 
projects for durability, design, etc.
Chip is also a mentor of Envirothon Club. Chip says that the two groups of in-
dividuals he mentors are eager and excited about being a part of helping to im-
prove the environment. Their group project this year was to help preserve water 
and lower the number of non-reusable plastic water bottles. They installed water 
bottle fi lling stations at the water fountains in the school and in the gym and dis-
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tributed reusable water bottles to every high school student. The Envirothon Club 
has received a $500 grant to place blocks and garden “decor” to the pollination 
gardens in the courtyards and Hornet Creek. This will be their next project to im-
prove the high school and the environment. Chip hopes to win states this year and 
make it to nationals in Idaho. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES 
By Chloe Page ‘18
Advanced placement classes have become very popular among students this year. 
They give students the opportunity to further their education in a subject by taking 
a college course but staying on campus with teachers that they are familiar with. 
Hillsdale High School off ers a wide variety of AP Courses. Every year they off er 
AP Calculus and AP Literature. There are also other AP classes available every 
other year AP Chemistry, AP US History, and AP Environmental Science. AP En-
vironmental Science was off ered this year.
I interviewed Julissa Torres who’s in AP Environmental Science.
What are you learning about right now?
Food production and the environment. 
What do you like about APES?
I can learn about the environment more by doing diff erent labs. 
Do you think it will benefi t you in the future?
Yes, because it tells about what we can do to make the Earth better. 
 Many seniors and juniors are involved in AP classes. They’re a good way to get 
college credit while staying on campus. They also are the best classes to prepare 
students for real college courses and shows us how they can be challenging at 
times. Although they can be hard, if you are advanced in a certain subject, there’s 
an advanced class for you to take once you fi nish all your core classes in the 
subject. I think taking an AP class is a good idea for all students who are college 
bound because it’s so preparing and it can get you college credit if you do well 
enough in the class. 

PROCRASTINATION- THE HIGH SCHOOL 
EPIDEMIC
By Emily Pachoud ‘18
Procrastination is a very common, widespread habit in high schoolers. Of course, it 
is often an issue in college students as well, but it is easier to get away with in high 
school. If you ask a random high schooler, chances are, they have had a problem 
with procrastinating at some point, or still do. High school students have sports, 
clubs, and other activities that take up a lot of time, and in their free time, they want 
to hang out with friends and socialize, rather than doing homework. Therefore, 
they end up having to do all their homework at the last minute. I had the opportu-

nity to interview 
a couple students 
about their pro-
crastination hab-
its.
Senior Abby Pitts 
and Junior Hunter 
Sharp both ad-
mitted to falling 
victim to procras-
tination. They 
both attributed it 
to a lack of mo-

tivation. Abby also said it can be due 
to “thinking you have more time than 
you actually do.” Hunter agreed that it 
can be more stressful to put her work 
off  until the last minute; however, she 
added, “It’s not good, but when I’m 
under pressure I have more motivation 
to do it.” To combat procrastination, 
each student off ered some tips. Abby 
said, “I turn off  my phone and uninstall 
my netfl ix app.” Hunter said she often 
tries to make a plan which she puts in 
her calendar and sets reminders on her 
phone for. Procrastination is an issue in 
all ages, but it is especially extreme and 
“contagious” in high schoolers. Hunter 
states, “When I was younger I wouldn’t 
[procrastinate], but with age it got to 
me.” 
I also took a sample survey in Mr. Le-
merand’s Stats&Probability class and 
then in Mrs. Youngman’s pre-algebra 
class to see their procrastination hab-
its. I asked who frequently or always 
procrastinates, who once in awhile 
procrastinates, and who rarely or never 
procrastinates. The results are shown 
below.

PA S S , D R I B B L E , 
S W I S H - N E W 
COACH 
By Katelynn Britton ‘20
Introducing the new girls basketball 
Coach Ken Keasal. We welcome him 
back to the hornet team. He was recog-
nized in the past when coaching at Hill-
sdale Community Schools girls basket-
ball, boys basketball, and football. 
Coach Keasal was inspired by his ju-
nior high basketball coach to become 
the basketball coach he has become to-
day. He wanted to become a basketball 
coach because he felt and saw a need 
about 25 years ago. His community 
helped him out and he wanted to give 
back to his community for what they 
done for him. Coach Keasal has been 
coaching a great number of years, in 
fact 27 years! 
He attended college at Jackson Com-
munity College, and he has two won-
derful children his oldest son is Shawn 
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he is 31, then his daughter Tiff any is 28. Ken Keasal has been happily married for 
37 years to his amazing  wife. 
In his spare time he likes to get outside and be in nature and enjoy the outdoors. 
He likes to hunt, fi sh, go boating, and do construction on the weekends. He like 
coaching basketball so much because he loves to see the diff erence he makes in 
each young person’s life. How he makes a impact in that person’s life and how 
it changes that person and how it makes him feel. That is why he likes coaching 
young students so he can make a diff erence in that person’s life. 

HOW ATHLETES APPROACH THE FINAL 
GAME OF THE HIGH SCHOOL CAREER 
By Collin Brown ‘18
Everything comes to an end at one point in time whether it’s life, school, any-
thing really, but memories made while playing high school sports will last for a 
lifetime. In high school there are many things to participate in whether it is clubs, 
sports etc. Playing your last game ever in high school is a hard thing to do whether 
you’re going on to play that sport in college or not.
Senior Bryce Drews has been a member of the Hornet Varsity Basketball team 
for all four years of his high school career. Bryce is also on track to be a member 
of the one thousand points club and who also has a good chance to continue his 
basketball career at the next level. When asking him, “How he will feel about 
playing his last basketball game of his career, ” he said,”I don’t really think about 
it because I just go out there and play every game so it’s not my last game of my 
career, When it is at the end of the day, I’m expecting a trophy in my hands of 
sort because of all the work I’ve put into becoming the best player I can be. As 
far as not being able to play with the teams I’ve played on before and in the gym 
I once grew to be the player I am today is going to be hard but when it comes I’ll 
be ready for it.”
I also asked Senior Scott Hasen, “How he was going to approach the fi nal game of 
his high school career and he said, “I’m going to approach it like any other game 
of my career,” calm and collective and try to end on a good note where I can be 
satisfi ed with how my career was.” I also asked him,“What he thinks about not 
playing anymore,” and he said,“I’m really gonna miss it that’s no question, I’m 
gonna miss my team my coaches, and just not being a part of it anymore.”
Being a senior in high school is fun in all, but a lot of things come to an end. It’s 
hard when anything has to come to an end, but high school sports is quite hard to 
leave behind. Most people don’t go on to play at the next level so that’s the end 
of their career. The way to approach it is just to play to your best ability and leave 
everything out on the fi eld. At the end of the day you should be happy with what 
how you performed.   

POLAR BEAR - Club SPORT
By Sam Nash” 18
Hillsdale High School has many diff erent varsity sports and clubs to participate 
in throughout the school year. One of those clubs is called Polar Bear which is a 
winter track club. The head coach of the Track and Field team at Hillsdale runs the 
club and looks forward to it every year. The team travels around the state to run 
in meets at college indoor facilities. The team is not only for track athletes though 
anyone wanting to get in shape is welcome to be a part of this club.
Polar Bear has its practice outside even in the snow. The team has to be ready for 
ice, wind, rain, and snow. Clay is impressed with the turn out he has this year and 
is excited for the season. The team grows in numbers every year and has always 
been successful. 
Clay loves working with the team and helping them reach their goals. “If it is 
getting in shape or trying to win a state championship I try to work with the kids 

and help them reach their goal”. The 
team has had a lot of success over the 
years and clay hopes to continue that 
tradition. “ I can see the work the kids 
put in translates into their other sports.” 
Clay is always trying to grow this club 
and wants everyone to feel welcome 
to come and enjoy their time with the 
team.

ATHLETIC TRAINERS
By Bryce Drews ‘18
Athletic Training is a profession that 
many younger people are interested in 
pursuing. Being an athletic trainer, you 
will be in on all of the action during 
sports games. A large percent of mil-
lennials want to be an athletic trainer 
for their favorite sports teams they have 
grown up watching. It takes quite a bit 
of schooling in order to be qualifi ed for 
a full time position. 
Here at Hillsdale High School, we have 
had three trainers in the past 4 years. 
Four years ago, we had “Katniss,”  a 
part-time trainer at Hillsdale College. 
For the next two years, our trainer was 
“Eric,” who was also a part-time trainer 
at Hillsdale College. Eric is now a head 
trainer at a high school in Ann Arbor. 
Now, “Paige” is our trainer here at 
Hillsdale. Paige is from Will Carleton 
Academy, just down the road.
In order to be an athletic trainer, it will 
take at least four years of college. All 
of the schooling can be worth it. Some 
of the head trainers at practices or col-
leges can make around $32,000 to 
$60,000. It all depends on where you 
work, and how many hours you put in. 
You will most likely have to start off  as 
a part-time trainer before becoming a 
head trainer. 

HOW HHS ATHLETES 
ARE INSPIRED 
By Ethan York ‘20
Students are infl uenced by many things 
but more specifi cally an athlete. Ath-
letes must have something that pushes 
you harder, something that gives you 
the adrenaline to keep pushing forward. 
Students at Hillsdale High School are 
very inspired by professional athletes 
whether it comes to watching countless 
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videos on them or their classy style and 
swag on and or off  the court/fi eld.   
Adian is infl uenced by many athletes 
but one in particular is linebacker 
Christian McCaff rey. “His passion 
he has for the game makes me want 
to strive for greatness, including his 
classy style and mentality on and off  
the fi eld.”, said Aidan.  
Ryan Kast. The most impacting and 
infl uenced athlete that inspires Ryan is 
Christian Pulisic. “Christian was on the 
same path as I am now and it makes 
me feel like that if he can do it so can 
I, he makes me believe that anything is 
possible and continue on your dreams. 
Another athlete that inspires me is Lio-
nel Messi, he is always in peak condi-
tion and his natural ability to adapt the 
atmosphere is incredible also the love 
he has for his family and fans is un-
believable.” The students at Hillsdale 
High School are deeply hardwired with 
inspiration, it’s practically in all of our 
DNA.  

STUDENT SECTIONS
By Joe Wilcox ‘18
It’s a true fact that high school is all 
about the memories. Some of the best 
memories in all of high school are from 
the sports and the student sections that 
are involved in games. Student sections 
make it more fun for not only the play-
ers but also the fans. A student section 
can only be as good as the people in 
them!
A student section makes everything 

about a game better. Everything is 
more hype, and that helps fuel the 
home team. The beginning of the stu-
dent section at Hillsdale began when 
the reign of Felix started. That’s when 
the team at Hillsdale started winning 
lots of games every year. 
This year at Hillsdale, even more mem-
ories will be made. At home games, 
there will now be a pep band attending 
the game, making everything louder, 
and making it a better more hyped at-
mosphere. With this said, not only are 
the players excited for the season, but 
so are the fans.

“EXTREME” AND REC-
REATIONAL SPORTS
By Nate Erts ‘19
Skating and other street sports have 
gone unnoticed in today’s media, be-
ing overshadowed by bigger sports like 
football or baseball, but it can take just 
as much skill to be good at.
Most of the professional skaters can 
make just as much, if not more than 
other players who play “More impor-
tant” Sports. They start when they are 
young, and sometimes they retire from 
the sport in their late twenties. To do 
what they do, they need to be careful, 
because hurting yourself is very likely. 
One bad fall and your career could be 
over.
People who take skating seriously will 
normally compete in big competitions. 
The X Games are a huge part of that 
too, inspiring other people to make big 

competitions of their own. In short, 
skateboarding is fun, and it is what you 
make it. To some it may not seem like a 
real sport, and that’s fi ne. It’s fun to do, 
easy to learn, and if you fail, you can 
just get back up and keep trying.

PING PONG CLUB?
By Brandon  Torres ‘18
In Hillsdale High School, there are 
about 20 clubs. Some of them include 
sewing, robotics, chess, and the book 
club. I’d like to add a ping pong club to 
the list, because I believe ping pong is a 
fun, great sport, it would keep students 
active and increase eye-hand coordina-
tion. The middle school has ping pong 
tables that are rarely used, so I think 
we should take advantage of what the 
school has and put these tables to great 
use. A ping pong club would also be 
a great way to meet new people and 
make new friends. 
I interviewed Hanna Korn to see what 
her thoughts were on this idea. I asked 
her what her opinions were on the 
sport of ping pong and she replied that 
she thinks ping pong is fun and excit-
ing and is a good way to stay active. I 
asked her if there was a ping pong club, 
would she be interested in joining. She 
said that she would, because everytime 
she plays at her grandma’s house, she 
always wins and has a great time do-
ing so. For the fi nal question, I asked 
Hanna if she believed the ping pong 
club could be a successful club in the 
high school, Hanna said that she does 
believe it could be successful because 
students are always looking for diff er-
ent ways to stay active and have fun 
and ping pong is a great way to accom-
plish that. 
It is true that starting a club isn’t easy. It 
goes through a tough process and if ap-
proved, the club needs to fi nd someone 
to run it the next year and so on in or-
der for the club to remain. I’ve spoken 
to some students about it, and they’ve 
stated that they are interested in join-
ing this club. If I can get enough people 
interested in joining, I believe this club 
can be established in no time. I haven’t 
fi gured out all the details like, whether 
the ping pong club would run during 
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lunch or after school, but for right now, 
I need support!

S N O W B A L L 
EXCITEMENT
By: MaCayla Bisher ‘18
It’s that time of the year again, to cel-
ebrate the holidays with Hillsdale’s 
famous snowball dance. This semi-
formal will be happened on December 
ninth from eight to eleven. The sopho-
more class is hosted this winter won-
derland dance and the cost of admis-
sion was ten dollars per person. Girls 
were buying their dresses and boys 
were searching the bottom of their 
closets for the dress pants they never 
wear. 
In many cases the girls enjoy this night 
way more than the guys. I interviewed 
Chloe Page to hear what she was most 
excited about as this was going to be 
her last snowball.
Q: Does it make you sad this was your 
last snowball?
A: I’m sad it was the last snowball but 
I’m excited for Prom and what’s yet to 
come.
Q: What did your dress look like? 
Where did you get it from?
A: My dress was blue and velvet. It had 
an open back as well and I got it from 
Lulu’s an online store.
Q: Where did you going to eat? 
A: My friends and I went to Johnny T’s 
it was a nice and fi t the occasion well.
For underclassmen this was their fi rst 
formal dance in high school and was 
an exciting experience. Snowball is a 
fun event to get together with friends, 
go out and have a good time. This 
gives girls an excuse to dress up and 
for guys to ask the girl they’ve liked 
for a long time out for a night.  Events 
like snowball create memories that 
you will remember for a long time af-
ter high school. The sophomore class 
hopes you can come out and have a 

good time. 

FUNNY AND EMBARRASSING MOMENTS IN 
THE CLASSROOM   
By Andrew Bail ‘ 18
Did you want to know which teacher had something really embarrassing happen 
to them. Did you know that perfect Upperclassman had a funny mistake they did 
on a test. Well you’re reading the right article then. And if you don’t  care about 
this article, well your this far anyways. Get ready for some funny stories. 
I got this from Jacob Roe the best trumpet player in the school. ”I got a really 
good score on the Final exam in english 9 in my freshman year but during class 
the day after they were graded 
Mr. English (the previous Counselor) walked in and said.” ” This kid did a fan-
tastic job on the exam but there is one problem, he spelled his name wrong on the 
fi nal exam!”  Then he looked at me and said how I spelled it. Jacup Rowe like 
J-a-c-u-p R-o-w-e; I had to make an announcement about an academic success 
that went horribly wrong.” 
I got multiple from  Mrs. Spencer about doing silly things when she is teaching. 
Multiple times when she was pacing back and forth she was tripped by the cords 
on her fl oor almost falling on students, and spilling her tea everywhere. Another 
time was she could not pronounce Architecture correctly so she had to pull up 
google and have it say out loud how to pronounce the word correctly. One time 
she completely forgot that she only put mascara on one eye and forgot to put mas-
cara on the other eye. These are just some of the funny stories that have happened 
in our school. Maybe you have an embarrassing story that you won’t forget about 
and maybe you won’t you’ll have to fi nd out later when it happens.     

FRESHMAN FEARS
By McKenzie Firrone ‘18
Coming into high school is a scary thing to most people. It is a big change from 
middle school to come into a bigger school with new and older people. Upper-
classman in the
FMP program try our best to make it a comfortable and easy transition. We are 
there at freshman orientation to help guide the way to where you have to go. But 
no matter how much we try to help, the nerves of your fi rst day of high school do 
not go away. 
 I interviewed freshman Kyler Bautista on his freshman fears.
Q: Were you nervous the fi rst day of high school? Why?
A: No not really, my older sister is a senior so I knew a lot of people.
Q: What is the biggest diff erence between middle school and high school?
A: The students are more mature and there are more clubs and sports in the high 
school.
Q: What was the part you were worried about most?
A: The classes, I was worried they would be hard since I skipped a grade, but they 
are not.
 Going into high school is a nerve racking experience at fi rst but in the end 
it is not bad at all and is super fun. High school has a lot more to off er than middle 
school. More clubs and sports to join. Also each grade can mingle and can interact 

O  Y  Y  T ! @ .
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with each other, and opens up the opportunity to meet new people. 

MEET MR. HASLEM
By Julissa Torres ‘18
Hillsdale High School welcomed a new spanish teacher for this school year, 
Mr. Haslem. He is a Hillsdale High School Alumni. Mr. Haslem went to Butler 
University for his fi rst year of college and then to Spring Arbor University for 
three years. Before coming to the High School he worked in outdoor education 
at Kimball Camp and in Battle Creek. He was also a long term sub for Coldwater 
schools and subbed at Hillsdale schools as well. He subbed for music, history, 
English, and ESL. Mr. Haslem loves playing the guitar, he has been playing it 
since middle school. 
I asked Mr. Haslem a couple questions about Spanish. The fi rst question I asked 
was, “What is your favorite part about teaching another language?” He replied 
with, “I like to see students get it and learn the language. I get to hear students 
knowing how to say simple sentences, and that is exciting and fun.” The second 
question I asked him was, “What made you want to fi ll in as the Spanish teacher 
at Hillsdale High School?” “I got asked if I would be willing to do it, and I like 
the idea of helping students.” The last question was, “Have you found spanish 
helpful in your own life?” Mr. Haslem replied with, “Yes, anything you know 
will open up doors in your life. It gave me more opportunities to do things. It is 
up to you on if you want to go through those doors.” 
Mr. Haslem really enjoyed his trip to South America. He was in Bolivia for six 
months. Speaking a little bit of spanish gave him the confi dence to go, but after 
those months he learned a ton and got better at speaking it. Some of the things 
he saw and did during his time in Bolivia included seeing the pink river dol-
phins and climbing the mountains in Andes in which he watched the sunrise over 
20,000 feet. Mr. Haslem improved his spanish by talking to many of the people 
there and liked to see what life is like for those that have lived their entire life in 
Peru.

WHO IS YOUR MODERN DAY HERO AND WHY?
By Virginia Brown ‘18
Remember writing a story about who your hero was and why they were your 
hero when you were young?  As life progresses, your personality changes, you 
fi gure out who you are and your hero may change over time.  
Terron Grant (class of 2018), says his modern day heroes are his coaches be-
cause, “Little kids get into sports and some of them are headed down the wrong 
path, and if a coach connects with a kid, it could change their life.”  Elon Musk 
is Ryan Wood’s (class of 2019) modern day hero because, “He drives change and 
wants to make the world a better place.”  Chloe Baker’s (Class of 2018) modern 
day hero is Lady Gaga because, “She sings Bad Romance and that’s my favorite 
song.”
As you can see, everybody has diff erent heroes because everybody is diff erent.  
People value all sorts of things and fi guring out those things helps us to know 

who we are.  It’s important to recog-
nize the people you look up to because 
from there, you get to decide what kind 
of person you’ll be.  Your hero or role 
model can change over time and it’s 
fun to recognize who your hero used to 
be and who they are now.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Dec 20 - Collage Concert 
Dec 22 - Half Day
Dec 23-Jan 7 - Holiday Break
Jan 8 - Back to School
Jan 15 - No School
Jan 19 - Winter Homecoming
Jan 26 - Senior Photos Due
Jan 26 - Baby Photos Due
Feb 12 - Parent Teacher Conf.
Feb 15 - Half Day
Feb 16 & 19 - No School
Mar 23 - Half Day
Mar 29 - Half Day
Mar 30 - No School
Apr 2-6 - Spring Break
May 1 - Decision Day
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