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best parts of the holiday seasons. Thanksgiving is no exception as people look 
forward to this holiday. Thanksgiving is an annual holiday marked by religious 
observation and a traditional meal including turkey. It really celebrates the har-
vest festival celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621. However, this holiday has been 
adapted by families diff erently and each family has their own traditions regarding 
the holiday celebration and the big meal that goes with it. 
Many families go on vacation or go to a relatives house for the holiday, while 
some celebrate the festivities from home. I asked Grace Shreffl  er ‘21 what her 
family does for Thanksgiving and what food she looks forward to eating. She 
replied, “We go to my grandma’s house every year and my favorite food that I 
look forward to is this monkey bread that my aunt makes.” Then, I asked Kylee 
Hassenzahl ‘21 the same questions. She answered, “I go to my grandma’s house 
and I love the mashed potatoes and gravy!” 
Tons of people look forward to this holiday for the food, while others look ahead 
and remember those foods that they avoid at all costs at Thanksgiving dinner. 
There are some students that know that a particular food will be off ered at Thanks-
giving, but they will not be eating it! I asked Shea Woodard ‘21 what food she will 
be avoiding this Thanksgiving. She responded, “I do not like apple pie, I’ll eat 
some other types of pie, but defi nitely not apple!” I repeated the question to Sarah 
Korn ‘21 and she retorted, “Stuffi  ng is always at our Thanksgiving dinner, but I 
never eat it!” Overall, food is a huge part of this holiday and I know that there are 
many people counting down the days to dig into all the turkey, mashed potatoes, 
stuffi  ng, pie, and so much more!!

SNOWBALL DANCE
By Shea Woodard ‘22
The information gathered about 
the Snowball Dance was given by 
Kyler Bautista. Kyler is one of the 
four offi  cers on the student council 
in the sophomore class. Some of 
his responsibilities for the Snowball 
Dance are to fi nd a DJ, choose the 
date and time, and to decorate for the 
dance. The sophomore class is able 
to put on the dance because of the 
fundraising they have done, such as 
selling hornet wristbands.
The 2018 Snowball Dance is go-
ing to be held in the Hillsdale High 
School cafeteria. It will be held on 
December 8th from 8:30-10:30 p.m. 
The cost to get into the dance will be 
$10.00 per person or $15.00 per cou-
ple. The money collected from the 
dance will go to the Class of 2021. 
The Snowball Dance is a formal 
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LEAVES ARE FALL-
ING TO THE GROUND
By: Sarah Korn ‘21
Pumpkin spice and everything nice! As 
we jump into fall, so does our mood 
to match the season. There is a variety 
of diff erent things to fi t into fall such 
as, beautiful sights, new and trendy 
clothes, and of course, the spooky holi-
day, Halloween! A fresh bowl of candy 
corn is a perfect way to get in the fall 
spirit. Orange, red, and yellow are col-
ors to make the season pop!
Comfy clothes and chilling movies are 
always fun in fall, but what about the 
donuts and cider? Fresh donuts and 
cider are a great combination to add 
for the harvest season. While you sip 
on some hot cider at a pumpkin patch, 
you see the beautiful leaves changing 
and the pumpkins waiting to be taken 
and carved. Raiel Hoage says, “I love 
Halloween because I love carving 
pumpkins with my friends and I love 
watching spooky movies. My favor-
ite accessory to wear in fall is a nice 
scarf.” 
As November comes, so does Thanks-
giving! Give your thanks! Thanksgiv-
ing is a favorite holiday to celebrate 
this season because who doesn’t love 
to feast! Other than feasting, getting 
together with your family and sharing 
your thanks is a great way to spend a 
holiday in fall.“I love seeing all my 
family and having lots of good food,” 
Grace Vondra says. Thanksgiving is a 
good opportunity to cherish the friends 
and blessings to come!

THANKSGIVING - 
FOOD HOLIDAY
By Emily Kimball ‘19
Everyone loves the holidays. Food, 
family, and no school are some of the 

HILLSDALE HIGH SCHOOL, 30 S. NORWOOD AVENUE, HILLSDALE, MI 49242
517-439-4320 - http://www.hillsdaleschools.org



Hillsdale High School Newspaper  November 16, 2018          Volume 7, Issue 3    Page 2
dance where everyone can dress up. This dance is open to all students grades 9-12. 
Snowball is the only formal dance that allows everyone to come, so don’t miss 
out. The Class of 2021 hopes that everyone comes out to enjoy a festive night of 
fun. Get your dancing shoes ready, there will be more information to come.

APPLYING FOR COLLEGE
By Ella Lewis ‘19
You may have seen so many pictures of students with “I applied” signs on Hill-
sdale High School’s Facebook page. You may have also heard of, or have been 
to the College Fair hosted at Hillsdale College. Many events have taken place at 
HHS to help prepare students to become college students. The reason for all of 
these posts and events are for the seniors to be motivated to attend college in the 
upcoming year, as well as an infl uence for the younger classmen to attend. Apply-
ing for college is very important for high school students, even the ones who are 
unsure about enrolling. I have spoken to several seniors in the high school about 
what their plans are for the future.The events Hillsdale High School have hosted 
were nights such as the College Fair, FAFSA night, and college tours. Several 
upcoming events will soon take place. The teachers have been a huge help to push 
their students to apply, and scholarships done before a certain deadline. Apply-
ing for college can make a diff erence in your life! At this point in your life you 
could be unsure about where you are going be after you graduate, but if you have 
applied for college and gotten accepted, you could still have a diff erent route in 
mind. I interviewed Sierra Kelly, and she explained why applying for college is 
important because, “It will help you branch out and experience new things you 
may or may not like, that will help you get to where you want to be. It is important 
to experience new things and go to new places to push yourself out of your normal 
lifestyle.” Also I asked senior Ryan Wood what his plans were in the future and 
he said, “ My plans are to attend college to become a surgeon.” Without students 
going to college, there would be no chance of people becoming surgeons. Those 
are some of the reasons why college is so important and why even just applying 
can change your future, and make a diff erence.
Applying for college is benefi cial to help you with your future. Whether you de-
cide to go to college or not, there is always an opportunity for you with what-
ever you decide! Several careers require college experience, and it is up to you 
if you’re up to push yourself further to get to where you want to be in the future. 
Senior year is all about preparing students for adulthood and showing what re-
sponsibility really looks like. At this point in your life, it is up to you to set a goal 
for yourself, and work hard to achieve it. So push yourself and apply for college!

WHAT MAKES A GOOD STUDENT
By Kayden Vick ‘19
There are many ways to describe a good student. Many teachers like when a stu-
dent can learn the way they teach and others may like someone who does their 
own thing. All students are very diff erent but there are some things that bind them 
together into good students. They pay attention and do whatever they have to do 
to make sure they have the content understood.
A good student makes sure they understand. If they don’t understand then they 
will simply ask for help until they get it. Some people go above and beyond by 
taking every extra credit opportunity available to them. A good student gets all of 
their work done in time and sometimes even earlier than the due date.
There are plenty of good students in Hillsdale High School who do all of these 
things. They certainly stand out from the rest. When they are in the classroom 
they are almost completely diff erent people than when they are out with friends. A 
good student is someone who understands the importance of knowledge and puts 
their best foot forward.

INTERACT CLUB 
By Luke Kornak ‘21
Hillsdale High School has many dif-
ferent clubs that include just having 
fun in diff erent groups, and others pro-
vide community service. Some people 
might ask “What is Interact Club?” In-
teract Club is a helpful and fun club at 
Hillsdale High School. There are many 
students that have joined Interact Club 
this year, out numbering the numbers 
from the past years that have attended 
this club. 
Interact Club allows students from all 
grades to attend. Students also facili-
tate the meeting and tasks along with 
help of the president of Interact. Inter-
act attendees meet every Tuesday in 
the library during lunch, where you can 
hangout with your friends that are in 
the club. During the meetings, Interact 
Club talks about what they can do to 
help others and set-up fundraisers for 
groups in the community. 
Some of the tasks that Interact Club 
participates in is: packing backpacks 
with school supplies for students that 
cannot get their own, and packing food 
for for kids, also setting up fundraisers 
like golf outings and other events; all of 
this is based around helping the com-
munity a lot by doing small tasks. In-
teract Club is always welcome to new 
members. If you would like to join you 
can show up at our Tuesday meetings. 
The only obligations are small tasks 
that we complete as a group. This is a 
great club of many at HHS!

WEB SMART = 
WEB SAFE
By Sierra Kelly ‘19
The internet has changed drastically 
throughout the years.With social media 
and online gaming, the opportunity for 
cyberbullying, online predators, and 
exposure to inappropriate content has 
increased signifi cantly for teenagers. 
The internet can be used in great ways 
such as using it for research, school 
work, and connecting with friends. In 
order to insure your safety when you 
are using the web, here are some tips 
and tricks.
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Create a screen name to avoid using personal information, such as phone number, 
or birth date. By doing this you are keeping these things private you are less likely 
to come in contact with internet predators. When using social media such as Snap-
chat and Facebook, do not add people you do not know. This is how online preda-
tors can reach you, as well as unwanted inappropriate content through messages.
Always remember that the things you put on the internet are  PERMANENT. 
Never, ever put things such as: social security number, passwords, private photos, 
and private messages on to the internet. By keeping your private things offl  ine 
you will avoid cyberbullying, and hacking. Know who you are chatting with. If 
someone begins to make you uncomfortable, immediately stop chatting with the. 
Do not post photos, tweets, or send messages that you want to keep to yourself. 

By doing these preventative things, you 
are less likely to come into contact with 
cyberbullies, online predators, and in-
appropriate content. 

POLAR BEAR 
By Grace Shreffl  er ‘21
As winter is approaching, a new season 
of sports is here. Along with the regular 
winter sports is Polar Bear. Polar Bear 
is a running club that people can par-
ticipate in to run in the cold. Most days, 
they go outside and do a quick running 
workout. Although the weather can be 
dreadful sometimes, members make 
the most of it and have a fun time. 
I asked track athlete and Polar Bear 
member Sarah Shreffl  er ‘19 a few 
questions. When I asked her why she 
participates she replied, “To train in the 
off  season for track, and because one 
of my friends encouraged me to”. Then 
I asked her what her favorite part of 
Polar Bear is. She said, “I like running 
with my friends everyday and having a 
fun time doing it.” 
 Along with just running and working 
out in Polar Bear, track athletes are 
able to participate in indoor meets. In 
the past, Sarah has competed in some 
indoor meets. She is looking forward to 
compete again in this upcoming season 
as well. At the meets she mainly enjoys 
high jumping but runs in them every 
now and then too. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL
By Kylee Hassenzahl ‘21
This season of girls basketball is going 
to be memorable for the athletes. They 
are is a young group of girls but they 
are driven, dedicated, and hard work-
ing. They are coached by Ken Keasel. 
This will be his second year coaching 
the girls varsity basketball team. 
 For this year of girls basketball 
there is only one senior, Chloe Goff . 
Chloe works very hard to be success-
ful and will be a great leader for the 
team. The team will look to Chloe for 
guidance as the work together to ac-
complish their season goals in the up-
coming season. I asked her what her 
favorite position was on the court and 
she said, “I like playing a wing because 

OPINION AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
PROLONGS RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

By Editor Annie Hamaty ‘19

So what? You’re purple.
Affi  rmative Action has been contested again as 
Harvard is accused of favoring minority groups in 
the admissions process. Students for Fair Admis-
sions contends that Ivy League schools discrimi-
nate against Asian American students. Harvard’s 
acceptance rate is just shy of 6%, causing extreme 

competition even for students that have taken all AP/IB courses, have 
stellar extracurriculars, a perfect ACT 36 or SAT 1600, and over a 4.0 
GPA. Students for Fair Admissions claims that Harvard, in particular, 
awards African Americans and Latinos rather than Asian-Americans, 
giving them an unfair advantage (NPR) because of their ability to be 
“book smart and one dimensional” (CNN Politics). Higher education 
institutions claim that the admissions process includes a “holistic ap-
proach” of their applicants, not only Ivy Leagues, but schools such 
as University of Michigan (Supreme Court case Grutter v. Bollinger 
in 2003 upheld Affi  rmative Action). However, it has been proven that 
race plays a bigger role in admittance than exemplary ability and tal-
ent. 
The question insisted by Affi  rmative Action is, if Americans really 
want equality, and are pushing for a socially progressive state, why 
does affi  rmative action persist? Slate denotes that, “The phrase “af-
fi rmative action” fi rst appeared in President Kennedy’s Executive Or-
der 10925, which called for “affi  rmative action” to be taken to ensure 
people were employed “without regard to their race, creed, color, or 
national origin”, showing that the initial implementation of affi  rmative 
action was positive. However, over the years its purpose has become 
poisonous. 
The irony is uncanny. America has experienced racial discrimination 
against minority groups in the past, but doesn’t affi  rmative action tip 
the discrimination scale against groups other than Latinos and Afri-
can Americans? Its existence allows for a shift in racial discrimina-
tion while talent, character, intellectual capability, and determination 
should be the main factors colleges award rather than race.
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you have a lot of options and you can mix things up.” Then, I asked what her fa-
vorite part of basketball is. She replied, “My favorite part is playing, because its 
my favorite sport. Also, I love being with my friends.” 
Last year the Lady Hornets only had one win. This year they will be driven and 
will not let anything hold them back. Be sure to go to the fi rst game on December 
1 against Jonesville.  Good Luck on this upcoming season Hornets!

FOOTBALL RECAP
By Nathan Smith ‘19
The 2018 Hillsdale High School Football Team went 8-1 in the regular sea-
son and 8-2 including playoff s. The Hornets were awarded with a league 
champion title and many all-league awarded players. The Hornets made 
playoff s for the second consecutive year. They were to face Blissfi eld, a 
team that they had beat earlier in the season, but the Hornets unfortunately 
ended their season in the fi rst week of playoff s.  
The football season was an impressive comeback from the previous sea-
sons going 4-5 in the 2016 year, and going 5-5 including playoff s in the 
2017 year. The team knew they had to step up to outperform the competi-
tion whether it be in practice or in game. Through thick and thin, the foot-
ball team continued to perform at a high level.
There was also a little bit of a revenge tour during the season. Every team 
that had beaten the Hornets in 2017 got beat in the 2018 season. Ionia, 
Dundee, Onsted, and Hudson had beat the Hornets in 2017 and the Hornets 
beat every team this season helping the Hornets become a league champion 
playoff  team.

HHS FOOTBALL MOHAWKS
By Logan Riley ‘19
Many schools have their own unique style, students, and general vibe. 
However HHS is shaking things up a bit with many varsity football players 
getting Mohawks! Members of the Hillsdale football team have donned 
all diff erent variations of the style but all showed unity against foes like 
Columbia Central and Dundee towards the end of the season.
Many students see mohawks as a weird act to show unifi cation however it 
really is a commitment. Some variations don’t require product, some do, 
some are long, curly, bright, whatever the case may be, they all require and 
few months to grow out and a few months of looking the part in the halls 
every day. Good luck to seniors like James Willes who says, “I like show-
ing team spirit and support for Hillsdale High School.”

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
By Breanna Bildner ‘19
As we continue the 2018-2019 school year, we recognize the class of 2019 
seniors for all their hard work. Many seniors have stepped up and helped 
lead our school. Grace Olinger is currently involved in BPA, NHS, March-
ing Band, Jazz Band, and Symphonic Band. Throughout the last three 
years she has also been heavily involved in the worship band at the Hill-
sdale United Brethren Church. When Grace graduates in June, she plans 
on attending Huntington University to study agriculture/animal science. 
Along with academics, Grace is also a varsity athlete by participating in 
girls tennis, and serving as co-captain.
Let’s also recognize senior Peyton Drews. Peyton is a Future Corps team 

member, National Honor Society 
Vice-President, member of the foot-
ball team, track team, and member 
the Hillsdale United Brethren Youth 
Worship team. Peyton plans on at-
tending either an Engineering or 
Computer Tech School. He wants 
to pursue a degree in Computer Sci-
ence. A quote that Peyton lives by 
is, “A good plan executed now is 
better than a perfect one later.”
They are small but mighty. The se-
nior class continues to shine through 
academics and extracurricular ac-
tivities. Seniors are starting to order 
their caps and gowns, and going 
on college visits. This is a stressful 
time for them as they are weighing 
their options for colleges and start-
ing to receive acceptance letters. So, 
congrats to the senior class for your 
acceptance to colleges and continue 
the hard work. 

I N T E RV I E W I N G 
RYAN PRICE
By Brock Woodard ‘21
Have you ever felt like you have 
too much stuff  to do and not enough 
time?  That is what I asked Ryan 
Price while interviewing him about 
balancing school, sports, and his 
free time responsibilities.  He re-
plied, “ You have to take all of them 
one step at a time.  If you do that it 
will make the day go by way faster 
and you will feel less stressed.”  I 
agree with Ryan and not only with 
this, if you take everything one step 
at a time you will have greater suc-
cess in the future.  
Another question that I was able to 
ask Ryan is what is the most impor-
tant thing to do when dealing with 
too many things?  He said, “ With-
out a doubt, sleep.”  Without enough 
sleep your body can not handle ev-
erything that is happening day in 
and day out.  It is a proven fact that 
your body and brain requires at least 
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eight hours of sleep.  While sleeping 
the body repairs and restores itself.  
The last question that I asked Ryan 
was, why should you never give 
up on school, sports, and free time 
responsibilities?  He replied, “ Be-
cause having a crazy day is fun, if 
everyday was the same long and 
boring day it wouldn’t be any fun.  
Plus, all of those things are what is 
setting you up for the future.  With-
out them your future will not be as 
bright as it should have been.”  Ryan 
and I both agree on this and we both 
believe that if we go through the 
hard times together it makes tough 
situations seem easier.  If you fol-
low these steps everyday surely you 
would have a less stressful tomor-
row.    

THROWBACK!!
By MacKayla Gingerich ‘19
In everyone’s childhood, they re-
member a certain something that 
they enjoyed. It could be a toy, a TV 
show, a snack they had, maybe even 
a game they played for hours!! This 
certain thing brings back mixed 
emotions, and then you eventually 
start missing your childhood. Some 
HHS students are here to talk about 
their favorite things from their 
childhood. They all have a diff erent 
meaning to them, even if it is the 
same item.
James Willes, a senior at HHS, 
loved watching Rugrats. His favor-
ite episodes were the ones where 
they showed a “sneak peek” of the 
pre-teen version of the bunch, and 
the episode where they went on an 
adventure in their garden, pretend-
ing they were in a jungle. Sierra 
Kelly-Scott, a HHS senior, had a 
blast playing Poptropica and Web-
kinz. She would spend hours beat-
ing maps on Poptropica and play-
ing at the arcade on Webkinz. Her 
favorite arcade game was the Wheel 
of Wow. Nate Erts, a HHS senior, 

loved playing his Game Boy. He 
had every single one of the Poke-
mon games, and would spend his 
entire day completing quests and 
collecting Pokemon. 
My all-time favorite thing from 
my childhood was a TV show on 
Nick called House of Anubis. It 
was about a group of students at a 
boarding school that was haunted, 
and they HAD to fi nd out what was 
going on. Another one of my favor-
ite things was Animal Crossing City 
Folk. I’d spend the weekends with 
my dad playing Animal Crossing, 
collecting fi sh and bugs and buying 
all the furniture. All these students 
have great childhood memories that 
involve these things, and they will 
always cherish these moments!

LONGER SCHOOL DAYS 
VS LONGER YEARS
By Vivian Pickard ‘19
Most students go to school for 
around 6 hours a day. In theory, this 
should give students plenty of time 
for learning but many lessons end 
up going untaught. School districts 
around the country are deciding 
whether to make school days longer 
or to add more days to the school 
year. Either way, there are many 
pros and cons to both types of ex-
tensions to school time.
Adding more time to the school day 
adds much more time for learning. 
Students would end up being in a 
learning environment for longer 
and have more time to get work 
done. The downfall to this idea is 
that there is not be much time for 
anything else in the day. A fellow 
student, Kayden Vick (‘19) said 
“ I need to work. Having longer 
(school) days wouldn’t give me 
enough hours.” More time in school 
could also aff ect the student-ath-
letes. This can cause practice time 
to be pushed back and late practices 

would end around 9 at night instead 
of the usual 7. This can cause less 
time for studying and homework.
Everyone knows that feeling when 
you come back to school from sum-
mer vacation and you remember 
little to nothing of what you learned 
in the previous year. Longer school 
years can cut back on that problem. 
Schools could introduce more and 
longer breaks. This will create the 
little boost that students and teach-
ers need in long stretches of school. 
Longer school years can also result 
in some complications. Students 
and teachers could end up being 
burnt out from the number of days 
they have been in school. Longer 
years would also cost schools a lot 
of money. Schools would have to 
pay for air conditioning, pay teach-
ers more, and busses would have to 
be run for more days.
Both options have many pros and 
cons. Adding more time to school 
day may create more time to get 
things done, but it will leave stu-
dents tired and lacking time in a day. 
On the other hand, longer school 
years could allow more breaks and 
less learning loss, but it could also 
increase the budgets for schools. 
In conclusion, adding more time to 
school is never the preferred option 
for students or teachers. So unless 
it is absolutely necessary, we should 
stick to the school schedule we have 
here at HHS.

THE MINDS BE-
HIND THE STORIES
By: James Willes “19
The Hillsdale newspaper is a part of 
the schools history, which gives the 
students information on what’s go-
ing on in the hive. The newspaper’s 
intriguing stories are currently writ-
ten by the Hillsdale project manage-
ment/yearbook class. This gives the 
students an opportunity to write and 
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share their thoughts on any subject 
of their choosing, and gives them an 
idea of what it’s like to have a dead-
line that can most defi nitely not be 
changed. The process begins with 
choosing their stories that they wish 
to write, they then get a deadline to 
write their story and turn it in to the 
chief editor, Annie Hamaty. Annie 
goes over the student’s article not-
ing on how how the story can be 
improved and made into a better 
piece of literature. The story is then 
given back to the writer to fi x the 
story and make the improvements 
needed, and turn it into the teacher 
in charge of the class, Mindy Egg-
leston. The story will then be sent to 
press and printed on the page for it 
to be read by the students and teach-
ers.
What about the writers, what are 
their favorite stories, and what they 
like to write about next in the fu-
ture newspaper? Mackayla Ging-
erich says that her favorite story so 
far is her throwback story that re-
minds students of the best parts of 
their childhood. For her next story, 
Mackayla will look at holiday tradi-
tions and what makes them special. 
Logan Riley says that his favorite 
story is when he wrote an article  on 
personal fi nance. In Logan’s future 
stories, he is looking forward to 
writing about the future success of 
the Hillsdale basketball team.  
The Hillsdale newspaper has be-
come a tradition for our school. It 
doesn’t matter if you don’t like to 
write or read, or if you don’t partici-
pate in school events. If you don’t 
have the time outside of school to 
join a club due to work or family, 
the Hillsdale High School news-
paper news allows students to be a 
part of something bigger than them-
selves. It is easy to join because 
you just have to choose it as your 
2B class, and you don’t even need 
to be in the class all year, it can 

be only a semester. It can be a lot 
of fun, you get to write about the 
things you are interested in and you 
get to grow good habits of respon-
sibility, and strengthen your writ-
ing skills. If you have been trying 
to fi nd a class to take or you want 
to try something new, Project Man-
agement will teach you to write and 
learn responsibility skills.

APPRENTICESHIP 
FAIR 
On Wednesday, November 14, Hor-
net students had the opportunity to 
learn about 13 diff erent companies 
at an “Apprenticeship Fair.”  For-
mer School Counselor Dan English 
teamed up with current Counslor 
Michelle Milnes to host the fair.  
Students met with executives from:  
Elwood Staffi  ng, Fairway Products, 
Hi-Lex, Hillsdale City Fire and 
City Police Departments, Hillsdale 
Terminal, Martinrea, Menards Dis-
tribution Center, Red Letter Pro-
ductions, Speedrack, Stillwell Ford 
Lincoln, Tenneco, and Vested Risk 
Strategies.  
Hornet juniors and seniors were 
able to learn about each company 
and the opportunities they have 
available.  Students turned in their 
resumes to employers and some 
even tried the welding simulator at 
the Speedrack booth. The Appren-
ticeship Fair was a success.
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