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of our lives as we fi gure out who we are and as we grow up. It is going to be a bit-
tersweet time as we leave behind our long high school friendships, relationships, 
and our favorite teachers who showed us everything we need to know for college. 
Decision Day is an important day to show everyone who we are and who we are 
going to become. 

HHS GIRLS TEAR UP THE TRACK 
By Abi Arnold ‘18
Hillsdale High School’s girls track team has come a long way with tons of time 
and hard work in the off  season and during the regular season to get where they 
are now.The support of one another and good attitudes make this girls team one 
of a kind.  For the past two years the girls have been 13th in the state rankings and 
top 12 go to team state. As of right now the girls are currently in 6th. It is one of 
the main goals on the team to compete at team state this year and it’s defi nitely in 
their grasp. 
Regionals is coming up pretty quick and there have been some amazing starting 
point times for the girls individually and on relay teams. Some of the relay times 
were the 4x100 with the team of Abi Arnold, Mercedes Manville, Katie Dietz, and 
Angel Hockensmith with a time of 52.0. Also the 4x400 team of Tayli Walters, 
Bailey Morgret, Katie Dietz, and Angel Hockensmith with a time of 4:24.  In the 
open 800 Maddie Moore has run 1:06.24 and in the shot Jada Miller has thrown 
32’0. These are just some of the amazing times and accomplishments the girls 
have had in the season so far. 
The environment of the HHS girls track team is something that is really special 
and you’ll realize that as soon as you watch them anytime competing or at prac-
tice. The amount of love the girls have for one another and support is something 
you can’t teach it comes natural. That bond and that environment is a key reason 
why big things are happening or are going to keep happening for this team. Track 
has a lot of individual aspects about it but you don’t want to be in it alone. This 
team is going to keep wanting and working hard for their goals and continuing to 
achieve them. 

HORNET BASEBALL
By Lauren Baker ‘18
Hillsdale High School’s baseball team is about a third of the way through their 

2017 season. So far the Hornets are 2-10-
1. With two wins under their belt, the team 
is working hard to up their game. Many 
of the losses were close but the Hornets 
couldn’t pull through. One thing the Hor-
nets are trying to overcome is poor mental 
game. Keeping the right mindset can be 
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DECISION DAY
By Claire Conrad ‘17
 Decision Day is one of the 
most exciting days for the senior class, 
next to graduation day. Decision Day 
is getting to share with the high school 
where you will be attending college 
and what you will be doing. It is a bit-
tersweet time for the senior class as we 
approach graduation day and go our 
separate ways. This is just another day 
to come together before we leave for 
college and begin life on our own.
Decision Day was held on May 2, at 
10:30 in the high school gym. It will 
begin with the senior slideshow that the 
yearbook staff  put together. The slide-
show will feature where the student 
will be going to college and what he/
she is going into. It will be followed up 
with the seniors walking through and 
declaring to the high school where they 
will be attending. There will also be a 
poster at the end for all the seniors to 
sign.
 It’s a special day for the seniors 
to show how much that they have ac-
complished and how hard they have 
been working these last 12 years to get 
where they are now. It is exciting to see 
where everyone is going, but it will be 
even more exciting to see where their 
life will be at in the next few years. 
High school is some of the best years 
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the key to success in sports. 
Joe Wilcox, centerfi eld and pitcher for the Hornets, said a lack of experience and 
enthusiasm in the players could account for the losses. To improve their game, 
Wilcox thinks the most important change would be to limit errors. In baseball, 
like many other sports, errors add up quick. Shannon Petersen, pitcher and third-
baseman for the Hornets, agreed with Wilcox on the change of mental errors. An-
other aspect of improvement, Petersen thinks would be helpful, is timely hitting. 
To get the perfect hit, your timing is crucial. Petersen said his most memorable 
moments of the season so far are the two wins and the Marshall Tournament. At 
the tournament, the Hornets were down 6 in the bottom half of the seventh inning, 
but with hard work they were able to come back and win by one. This win brought 
them to third place in the tournament.  
The Hornets have quite a bit of their season left and they plan to practice hard to 
improve their game. At practice the players must demonstrate mental focus to get 
ready for the game time. Their goal is to someday return to being State Champi-
ons like the team did many years ago. They refer to this goal as “Restoring the 
Dynasty”. Come out and watch the Hornets play on our home fi eld Tuesday, May 
9, as they face Blissfi eld.

MEMORIAL SOCCER GAME
By Kennedy Beach ‘18
Every year the Hillsdale High School Varsity soccer team hosts a memorial soc-
cer tournament for Jessica Tran. Jessica was a former student at Hillsdale High 
School who played soccer. Jessica passed away when she was 16 in a car accident 
in 2005. This year the varsity soccer team is doing something diff erent from the 
other years due to not enough teams signing up for the tournament. We will only 
be playing one game against Jonesville, naming this the “Hometown Rivals”. On 
Saturday, April 29th at 10:00 a.m we will be playing at Jonesville. 
I interviewed senior Sophie Chen, Jessica Tran’s sister. What she likes best about 
the game/tournament is the memory and thought of her sister. It started 11 years 
ago. Kathy Bondsteel former athletic director, came up with this idea. 
Jonesville and Hillsdale are also competing to see who can raise the most money 
in memory of Jessie Tran. All money raised will be going to CAPA (Child Abuse 
Prevention Association). The school who raises the most will be announced at the 
game. There will be t-shirts sold and worn with Jessica is number 14 on it. Also 
there is a scholarship given to a Hillsdale soccer player.

CAPTAINS OF THE SOCCER TEAM
By Claire Felix ‘17
The Lady Hornet soccer team has had a rough start to the season. They have 
played the more diffi  cult teams in the league, so we can be hopeful that the up-
coming games will be winners. This team consists of three permanent captains: 
Julissa Torres, Josie Miller, and Katy Kempa. There is also a fourth captain that is 
chosen by the coach every week. I decided to interview Julissa Torres and ask her 
about her experiences as a soccer team captain.
The fi rst question I asked Julissa was about her role as a captain on the team. She 
said, “My role as a captain is to be a leader and role model for my teammates.” I 
also asked if she enjoyed having this bigger role on the team. She replied, “Yes! 
I feel like my teammates look up to me and I like being helpful when they don’t 
understand a position on the fi eld.” Julissa is only a junior this year, so she will be 
a returning player next year and will hopefully be a captain once again.
All Hillsdale Hornet athletic teams need support from their school. As the student 
body, we should be participating in games and activities by being present at them 
and cheering for our fellow classmates. Their next home game is May 11 at the 
Field of Dreams. I hope that we can show some school spirit at this upcoming 

event and help them take home a win. 
Good luck to our Lady Hornet soccer 
team in the rest of their season!

G O L F - F I R S T 
LEAGUE MATCH
By Braxten Boyd ‘18
The golf team started their LCAA 
league play Thursday at White Oaks 
Golf Club, which is the Team’s home 
course. The Team had three juniors 
leading the them, Jake Langston, Gavin 
Ruh, and Braxten Boyd. They also had 
senior, John Nolan, Sophomore, Mitch 
Blank, and Freshman, Drew Pitts. The 
team has not performed to its true po-
tential yet this year, but were looking 
to turn that around in their fi rst league 
match. 
Hillsdale fi nished with four guys in the 
40’s for their counting scores. Hornets 
Gavin Ruh and Jake Langston shot a 43 
to lead the Hornets, and Braxten Boyd’s 
44, and Mitch Blank’s 47 rounded out 
the counting scores. The team’s total 
score ended up being a 177 which gave 
Hillsdale the win over a close second 
Onsted Wildcats with a score of 180. 
They have three league Jamboree’s (9 
holes) left. And the league champion-
ship (18 holes) at Hantz Golf Club.
I interviewed Junior, Jake Langston, 
about the team and their expectations, 
“Our team is skilled and deep we have 
three very solid juniors that are typical-
ly our three top scorers. We also have a 
ton of young guys. Like the other day 
our JV won their jamboree by quite 
a bit.” Jake also commented on their 
goals. “We are defi nitely hoping to win 
the fi rst league title for our coach. Also 
we would love to return to states for the 
second year in a row.
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ANDERS MOORE TRACK DEBUT 
By Spencer Eves 19’
Anders Moore made his track debut at the Hillsdale College Charger preview 
meet. This was his fi rst track meet ever. Moore ran the mile in 5:15, which is an 
amazing time for his fi rst race ever. After that race Moore said, “ Why did I not 
run track my freshman and sophomore year?” He is a junior right now and plans 
on running track his senior year too. 
Moore’s inspiration came from a graduated runner named Brock Eves, Eves a 
current college runner, encouraged Moore to try 
track. Moore had a recent challenge at the Grass Lake invite when he had to run 
the two mile. It was a hot day and the two mile was the longest race in track. He 
fi nished with a good time for the weather condition. 
Moore continues to improve as the season comes along, becoming a faster and 
smarter distance runner. He is going to need to bring his A game when team state 
comes, because every point matters and with Taegan Hoff man a fellow distance 
runner out, he must pick up the slack. Moore is one the most competitive mem-
bers of the team. He showed this by battling for second place in the mile at the 
Columbia Central and Ida league meet. This only the beginning of Moore’s track 
career. 

THE STORY OF SPENCER EVES
By Bryce Drews ‘18
Spencer Eves came into his freshman year a little intimidated by the high school 
atmosphere. He started off  his high school sports on the JV football team. Follow-
ing his football season, Spencer was on 
the varsity basketball team. This season 
was full of struggle for him, facing ad-
versity everyday in practice. This gave 
Eves an edge to excel in his sports.
Going into his fi rst year of high school 
track, Spencer was determined to do 
well. The team has won 2 previous 
state championships. Spencer wanted 
to fi ll the shoes of the graduated high 
jumpers. He started off  the season with 
a jump of six feet at the Charger Pre-
view track meet. By the end of the sea-
son, Spencer improved to the height of six feet, four inches, and the MITCA state 
championship.
Going into his sophomore year, Spencer was on the varsity football team, play-
ing wide receiver. After a poor football season, Spencer had an exceptional year 
on the basketball court, being a part of the undefeated season, accepting the All-
League honorable mention award. There were high expectations for young Eves 
on the track for his sophomore year. He started off  the season with a jump of six 
feet, two inches. By the second meet, Spencer tied the Hillsdale High School 
school record with a jump of six feet, six inches.

PLAYING A SPORT IN COLLEGE
By Ashley Garfi eld-Giminez ‘17
When playing a sport senior year in high school, one of the questions you may 
ask yourself is “Do I want to continue playing at a college level?” It is a great 
accomplishment and honor to be able to play a sport in college. Here at Hillsdale 
High School, we have multiple athletes going on to play at the college level. I 
interviewed Austin Webb, Gaige Hite, Rees Nemeth and Janel Kast.
Austin Webb will be continuing his career as a Hornet football player at Kalama-

zoo College. He said that he is excited 
to play and looks forward to the com-
petition and everyone on the team be-
ing as dedicated as he is to the game 
and the team. He does not think it’ll 
be like high school because it will be 
faster paced, more physical, and every-
one will be more committed and play 
smarter. To get to where he is and be 
successful, he lifted hard and even had 
double lifts in the summers. He never 
gave up and kept his grades up to be 
admitted into the prestigious Kalama-
zoo College.
Gaige Hite is going to Ferris State Uni-
versity to become a part of their track 
team. He is excited to become a bet-
ter athlete with the help of the college 
level coaches and competition. Hite be-
lieves that when he goes to college, the 
team won’t be one big family as it is 
at Hillsdale but still supportive. To ac-
complish his goals by working as hard 
as he could and training as much as he 
could. 
Rees Nemeth will being going to col-
lege to run track as well. He is excited 
for the higher standards they will hold 
for him and to have more competition. 
He also believes that the team will no 
longer be one big group but instead 
groups of each category. Rees did not 
stop training. He trained in the off  sea-
son with a college coach and dedicated 
all his time to track. 
Janel Kast will be attending Albion 
College to play volleyball on the varsity 
team. She is looking forward to meeting 
people that are all about volleyball like 
her and playing at a competitive level. 
She believes that in college it’ll be dif-
ferent from high school because she 
will be playing more and putting more 
time in the gym, which she is looking 
forward to. Kast has been playing vol-
leyball since she was 8 years old and 
she grew up in the gym with her older 
sister. Since 7th grade she has had 2-3 
seasons a year. She worked hard and 
put a lot of time, energy, and money 
into it because of her love for the game. 
She made a CaptainU account one day 
for fun and did not expect to actually 
play in college but once coaches started 
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contacting her, she realized it was a real possibility and thinks Albion is a good fi t 
and is excited about her decision.
Playing a sport in college is an amazing opportunity and a great achievement. 
Always remember that even in a small school it is more than possible to do big 
things if you work hard and put your mind to it like these amazing athletes did. 

WHEN I GROW UP I WANT TO BE...
By Alexis Higgins ‘17
We spend our entire lives thinking about what we want to be when we grow up, 
but 9 times out of 10 our ideas change before we actually get to the point of be-
ing grown up. When I was younger I wanted to be a fashion designer, but I just 
don’t think they would let a girl who wears sweatpants almost everyday into the 
industry. Instead of rambling on about my dreams, I found some peers and asked 
them what they wanted to be when they grow up.
“All I know is that I want to be on Broadway,” said Reilly Powell ‘19. “I’ve 
dreamt about it since I was born. There’s something about the lights that just 
draw me in. I can imagine myself ten years down the road working a 9 to 5 job in 
a small apartment with my cats and chameleon. It’ll all be worth it though,” she 
added.  She told me that the musical Hamilton inspired her to reach for the stars. 
I found another unsuspecting victim for my question and asked them the same 
question. “I think I want to be an art teacher some day,” said Cam Stych ‘20. “I 
never stop drawing, my favorite thing to draw is people. Everyone is diff erent so 
I’m never drawing the same thing.  I also really enjoy painting, I hope to go to 
Oregon School of Art and Craft after high school.”
Everyone has diff erent hopes and dreams, it’s what makes us interesting. What do 
you want to be when you grow up?
HOW I DECIDED TO ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY 
OF DAYTON AND THE COLLEGE DECISION PATH
By Emma Shreffl  er ‘17
The college decision process can prove to be very diffi  cult. There are a ton of 
aspects that students don’t always factor into their decision. You have to think 
about the price, location, how big of a school, the kind of curriculum they have, 
what type of housing, whether or not it has your major, etc. The deciding factors 
are endless. Personally, I wanted to know where I would be spending my next four 
years. I’m very much a planner in the sense that I like to know what’s going to 
happen next. Unfortunately, it wasn’t that simple with my college decision.
Starting in the fall of my junior year, I began to visit colleges. In total, I visited 
eight schools prior to my senior year. Each school that I visited had something 
unique to off er. I ended up making a decision between three schools. Between the 
three, I didn’t know what to do. It’s not a simple decision. It’s really hard to make 
a choice that your future completely depends upon. After several nights of weigh-
ing out the pros and cons of each school, I had fi nally made my college decision.
I chose to attend the University of Dayton for so many reasons. I love the campus. 
They off er several majors that I may be interested in, and a ton of future intern-
ship opportunities. It’s about three hours away, not too far, but also not right in my 
backyard. I had family that lives there, so I’m not completely unfamiliar with the 
area. I couldn’t be more content with my decision and I can really envision myself 
succeeding there. Although I’m nervous and it was a diffi  cult decision. I’m really 
looking forward to the next four years of my life at the University of Dayton.

TESTING WEEK
By McKenzie Firrone ‘18
On April 11th through the 13th the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors had a hard 
testing week ahead of them. Students woke up early to get to the high school 
gym by 7:45 to  start testing. Tuesday juniors took the SAT, while sophomores 

took the PSAT, Wednesday juniors had 
the Workkeys and freshmen took the 
PSAT, and on Thursday juniors had 
the M-Step. I interviewed junior Lau-
ren Baker on her thoughts about testing 
week.
Q: What were your views on the SAT? 
A: I was nervous going in but it actu-
ally went really fast and I’m eager to 
receive my score.
Q: What did you fi nd the hardest?
A: Staying focused during the reading 
section.
Q: What is your advice for upcoming 
juniors taking the test?
A: To take test prep seriously and get 
a good breakfast on test day and stay 
positive. 
Students are encouraged to eat a 
healthy breakfast the morning of test-
ing and get a good amount of sleep. 
Starting junior year, students are re-
quired to take a Test Prep class to get 
experience on what the test will be like. 
This class touches on every subject that 
is on the SAT and helps get you ready 
for the actual SAT. Students believe the 
class helps so they know what to expect 
coming test day. 

SAT AFTER SPRING 
BREAK
By Taegan Hoff man ‘18
The SAT is a state regulated test that 
has a big impact on students as they try 
to get into colleges. This year, The Ju-
niors took the test the week that they 
came back from spring break. Not only 
does the SAT impact students, but also 
the school they represent. This is why 
this test is so important. If the students 
do bad both the school and the students 
will see consequences. 
The students should not have taken the 
SAT right after spring break. The stu-
dents will forget many things that were 
on the SAT. Also the students are com-
ing from a relaxed spring break mental-
ity, and forced to take a test with big 
impact on the student’s future. Also 
most of the students are used to their 
spring break sleep patterns which in-
clude sleeping in, making them tired 
for the test. Taking the SAT right af-
ter spring break is a disadvantage, and 
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probably does not represent the best 
performance that The Juniors could 
have done.
The SAT aff ects the school itself. The 
students not taking the test have to deal 
with the weird schedule of the SAT. Not 
all students can get a ride to the second 
half of the day because their parents 
are at work and they can not drive. The 
school also receives money based on 
the students results. The fact that the re-
sults aff ect the school means the school 
wants the students to perform at their 
best. Just one of the many reasons to 
take it a diff erent week. 

JUNIOR SUCCESS
By Halie Foulk ‘18
Junior year is a very important year of 
gathering information on colleges and 
visiting places that show an interest. 
This will give a good idea on if you like 
the place you will further your educa-
tion.  Junior’s need to get a visual of 
college’s because it is usually the fi rst 
time you’ve seen a campus. Visiting 
a college with a parent will also help 
them gain knowledge on the environ-
ment their child will be attending.  It is 
always a smart choice to view.
The summer after Junior year is a great 
opportunity to become open with op-
tions, such as college visits. Although 
not everyone has an idea of where they 
are attending college it is never a bad 
idea to start looking and scheduling 
visits because you  never know until 
you look. It is important to put the top 
choices you want to visit before go-
ing. It will help you get a better under-
standing of the campus and the types 
of clubs, classes, educational programs 
and more. Having a decision and a plan 
helps a lot with becoming successful 
after your high school career. MaCayla 
Bisher said “visiting college campuses 
helped me get a better look at what col-
lege life will be like.”.
When thinking about options of where 
you might want to attend college after 
senior year it is a good idea to fi nd out if 
the college you are thinking about has 
the classes you need for your career. 
Visiting college campuses can help you 
with making a decision such as if you 

like it or dislike it. Gather as much in-
formation as possible on each visit and 
ask lots of questions. Life decisions can 
be diffi  cult and having knowledge from 
diff erent places can help ease the stress. 
Make it a fun and exciting time for the 
transition after high school.

WHERE’S SUMMER? 
SCHOOL’S A DRAG.
MaCayla Bisher 18’
The word is out, school is going into the 
mid part of June and many of students 
and staff  are not happy. A lot of people 
are asking why was this change was 
made, and why we are being punished 
for it. Summer is such a happy, excit-
ing time of the year, and the students at 
Hillsdale High School can’t wait to get 
started.  Did you have that trip to New 
York planned with your friends for the 
fi rst week out of school? Well things 
have changed.
We are now required to go by days in-
stead of length of hours. This is occur-
ring because many schools would cre-
ate longer school days to get out earlier, 
but their students would not receive the 
quality education needed. We know 
this because of test scores. Schools, 
such as Hillsdale, have had outstanding 
test scores for several years so where 
do we stand in all of this? Hillsdale has 
more issues with this involving costs, 
coach’s plans and realistics on comfort.
Everyone’s frustrated with less sum-
mer but with the circumstances it cre-
ates there is less time for family vaca-
tions in between everything going on 
in our busy summer schedules. As far 
as schedules go, many of the students 
are involved in sports such as volley-
ball, basketball and football. What will 
these coaches do when it hits June and 
summer ball can’t be started or lifting 
in the morning is interrupted by the 
morning bell to get to class? Another 
issue that arises is the famous dress 
code that starts to show again at the end 
of April. If we are going to the middle 
of June maybe the dress code should be 
looked, at or an air conditioning system 
should be installed. Although the heat 
may not seem like that big of an issue, 
when placed in a confi ned area with no 

air and all those other bodies it is very 
distracting. It’s hard to focus for stu-
dents and sometimes even for teachers. 
Now that the days are lengthened, will 
we really be receiving the full educa-
tion as wanted in a hot confi ned space? 
Lastly, how is adding these days eff ect-
ing the school price wise? The school 
has to feed the students that need food 
for lunch. How will all of this tie to-
gether in such a short period of time to 
be successful and comfortable? Sum-
mer could not come soon enough. 

PROM REVIEW
By Shaelyn Bautista ‘18
This years prom was held on April 
22nd at the Potter Center in Jackson. 
There was an excellent turnout! The 
Friday night before, a few members 
of the junior student council went to 
Jackson to set up decorations. A lot of 
decorations were made to make it look 
like an enchanted forest. I interviewed 
Kennedy Beach to see how her prom 
experience was.
Q: How do you think prom was this 
year?
A: “It was fun and well decorated.”
Q: What was your favorite part?
A:”I liked the photo booth and the 
dance competition.”
Q: Did you like having prom in Jack-
son instead of locally?
A: “Yes, it was closer to the place 
we ate and gave me more time to get 
ready.”
The juniors raised a lot of money 
throughout their years to make tickets 
cheaper this year. The total amount of 
tickets sold were 228, which is more 
than usual. Expressions Photography 
took the professional pictures and the 
photobooth pictures which were of-
fered to anyone who wanted them. 
Overall, this year’s prom was a huge 
success and it seemed like everybody 
had a great time.

AFTER PARTY
Elayna Masters ‘18
Prom is full of wonderful memories we 
all wish to cherish. Having a party to 
make the night last even longer is one 
of the best ideas in the world. There 
is nothing like an amazing after party 



Hillsdale High School Newspaper  May 5, 2017             Volume 5, Issue 10 Page 6
to end an amazing day. Almost every-
one would agree that After Prom was 
amazing! They had so many activities 
for everyone to do in the time that we 
spent there. 
 At 12 a.m., students attending 
after prom met at the high school to 
load the busses. The bus took us two 
hours south to Mishawaka, Indiana. 
There, we spent the night at Strikes 
and Spares Entertainment Center. All 
of our activities were inside the build-
ing. We had things to do such as; an Ar-
cade, Go Karts, Glow Bowling, Glow-
in-the-dark Mini Golf, and Bumper 
Cars. There was one person, Holly 
Shankster, who got the jackpot on a 
game and won 1,500 tickets! After our 
arcade cards were empty, we headed to 
the prize counter to pick out things like 
candies and toys. 
 After the party, we got back 
on the bus, completely exhausted, but 
glad we all went. The ride back was 
quiet with everyone sleeping. After 
what seemed like forever, the busses 
fi nally arrived in Hillsdale at 8 a.m. 
Anyone would tell you that they slept 
the rest of the day on Sunday. A special 
thank you goes out to Mrs. Glei-Deitz 
for planning and organizing prom for 
2017!

A STUDENTS LIFE
By Taylor Ronk ‘17
Every student has their own story of 
life experiences and what has made 
them who they are. High school can 
seem pointless at times but trust me 
there’s a reason why we’re here. In our 
time as students we grow as people 
whether that is for the best or not every 
aspect of high school and every little 
decision we make makes us who we 
are. I am going to tell you about some-
one’s story.
I asked Shianna Keiser ‘17 “What has 
been your hardest obstacle to over-
come?” She said, “Struggling with the 
loss of friends my sophomore year, my 
friends and I drifted apart for unknown 
reasons. In the middle of  my junior year 
we reconnected in English 11 and have 
been inseparable ever since.” “What 
impact have your friends made on your 
life?” “My friends have impacted my 

life by being by my side through hard times. They have also made me realize 
how much friendship means to me.” “What’s your favorite thing about your high 
school experience?” “My favorite thing in high school would have to be senior 
prom and after prom. I spent the majority of the day with my best friends. We all 
had so much fun at after prom playing mini golf and riding go-carts.”
As you can tell having friends is a big part of having a good high school experi-
ence. Getting involved can also be very fun. It can lead to more friendships and a 
few wonderful opportunities for your future. Don’t forget to go out and have fun 
and enjoy your time being young while it lasts.

SWING INTO SPRING BREAK
By Madison Jones ‘18
There is always a special time of the year where students can take a break from 
school to get themselves ready for the summer feeling. That time of the year is 
Spring Break. While some students stick around Hillsdale to just relax and hang 
out with friends, others take exciting adventures in other parts of our nation. Ju-
nior Makenna Pann went on a trip to Lebanon, Missouri with her family and later, 
to the Lake of the Ozarks. She participated in many wonderful activities such as 
fi shing at the lake house, going to a trampoline park, hiking at a national park, and 
just simply hanging out with her family. When I asked Makenna what her favorite 
part of the whole trip was, she replied, “ Defi nitely going to see my aunt, uncle, 
and two little cousins Anna and Katie. I don’t get to see them very often and it was 
nice to spend a little more than a week with them.”      
 Next, there are those that do a little bit of both during that week of recovery 
and relaxation. Senior Olivia Nolan spent her days of Spring Break adventuring 
to Chicago for two days and then staying home for the remainder of the time to 
attend her college class. At home, she spent quality time with the family. While 
in Chicago, Liv visited the Shedd Aquarium, went sight seeing, and did a little 
shopping. When asked what her favorite thing about break was, she replied, “ 
Probably just spending time with my family and walking around Chicago.”
Lastly, there are the students that just don’t end up going anywhere and just stick 
around good old home. One of those people being Junior Hannah Jones. Hannah 
spent most of her week working at her job, and occasionally relaxing at home 
with her family. From time to time, Hannah would get time off  work and go out 
to eat with her friends and maybe take a trip down to the udder side. So in conclu-
sion, there is no “right or wrong” way to spend your Spring Break, it just depends 
on if you enjoy your time or not.     

UPDATE ON THE SPRING CHOIR CONCERT
By: Shianna Keiser ‘17
In the last school newspaper I wrote an article about the spring choir concert. At 
the time of writing that, we had not found out what songs we were singing. With 
a month away the students in choir are working hard on their music.
The chorale students have picked out most of their songs. The seniors in the class 
picked out ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ for their last concert. ‘Flashlight’ from Pitch 
Perfect 2 was picked as the girls piece. ‘Dravidian Dithyramb’ is a song from In-
dia that the students have fallen in love with. This song has an amazing beat that 
everyone is sure to enjoy. ‘Seasons of Love’ is a highly requested song from the 
seniors of the chorale. This song has been done year after year. It is a very good 
song to end the last concert for the seniors.
The concert choir is working on ‘You Got a Friend in Me’ from Toy Story. They 
are also working on ‘Hallelujah’ by Leonard Cohen. There is sure to be more 
songs coming for both choirs. This is going to be a really fun concert for everyone 
involved and everyone watching. Come out and see the spring concert on May 31.
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ENVIROTHON
By Emily Pachoud ‘18
Envirothon is a group perfect for those passionate about solving environmental 
issues and those interested in learning about them. Each year, the members study 
seven subjects: agriculture, aquatic ecology, energy, forestry, soils, wildlife, and 
a current environmental issue. This is primarily in preparation for the Michigan 
Envirothon State Competition that is held in May. Prior to this, however, is re-
gionals, where the top 24 teams from around the state then advance to the state 
competition. The Hillsdale Envirothon team did very well, placing second at 
regionals. Hopefully the team will continue succeeding at the state competition 
as well!
Another thing the team must do is come up with a Community Outreach Project. 
This year, they decided to raise money to get water bottle refi ll stations for the 
school. This will lessen the need for disposable plastic water bottles and encour-
age students to use refi llable water bottles. Part of the state competition will also 
be to provide a written and oral presentation of this project to the judges.
I interviewed a member of the team, Rachel Mitchell, who has been in Envi-
rothon for a year. When asked what her favorite part about being part of En-
virothon is, she said it was, “Feeling like I’m helping to make a diff erence by 
informing others of environmental issues.”  She isn’t sure exactly what to expect 
at the state competition since it is only her fi rst year, but she is very passionate 
about the Community Outreach Project and excited to share it with others. Also, 
a majority of the members will be graduating this year, so to anyone considering 
joining, Rachel said, “Do it! It’s a really fun club to be apart of; even if you don’t 
know much about environmental science, you can learn a lot and have a good 
time doing it.”

NHS INDUCTIONS
By Julissa Torres ‘18
The 2017-2018 members of the Baw Beese Chapter of National Honor Society 
were inducted on March 27, 2017. There were 42 applicants and all were accept-
ed. The advisor will still be Amanda Waidley and she has a lot in store for us next 
year. There are fi ve board members, Katie Dietz as president, Shannon Petersen 
as vice president, Anders Moore as secretary, Taegan Hoff man as Treasurer, and 
Emma Hammel as the fi fth board member. The NHS members are looking strong 
for this upcoming year. 
The ceremony was one to remember. The cafeteria was fi lled with eager juniors 
and seniors as well as the incoming member’s parents. The speech given by Dan 
English was inspirational and opened the eyes for the new members. The lighting 
of the candles and being handed our certifi cates was also an eye opener because 
we are now the NHS members of next year. I am personally very excited to see 
what our projects will be for my senior year.
Most of the current members have already started earning their 70 hours of com-
munity service. I hope that our project for next year will be just as inspiring as 
the 2016-2017 project of bracelets. Thank you to last year’s members for being 

helpful around the school. The junior 
class will hopefully be able to follow in 
your footsteps and be successful as well. 
Let’s make an impact on Hillsdale High 
School and make it a year to remember.

FISHING FOR
A CURE

May 20, 2017
Tip Up Island 

Quincy, MI
5:30 - 7:00 a.m. 
Registration

7:00 a.m. Start
NOON - Weigh In

$20/person
www.TennecoRelayForLife.com

Contact: 
Jeanette Elliott 425-0163

Important Dates:

5/6 Memorial Baseball Game
5/9 AP Calculus Exam
5/10 BPA Nationals
5/13 Track Invitational
5/26 HHS Band Concert 
5/29 No School
5/31 HHS Choir Concert
6/1 Senior Class Night
6/4 Graduation
6/14 Last Day of School
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